91.  HARDSHIPS ON STEAMERS^

In this issue we publish two letters which complain of severe hardships
to passengers on Natal Direct Line steamers. The letters do give the
impression that the inconveniences are real. We take it to be a good
sign that Indian passengers have begun to complain about them. The
only reason why white passengers get so many facilities on steamers is
that they do not put up with inconveniences without demur. We draw
the attention of the agents of the Line to the two letters. It is their
duty to investigate the complaints thoroughly and set matters right.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 114-1908

92.  JOHANNESBURG LETTER
DISHONESTY AT BORDER
There is a rumour that permitless Indians are crossing over into
the Transvaal from all directions. If there are any Indians thus entering
the Transvaal unlawfully, they will doubtless suffer in the end and other
Indians along with them. Those who want to come in unlawfully had
better be careful of what they do. If, earlier., there had been no dishonesty
in this matter, the Asiatic Act would never have been called into existence.
Since, however, the leaders are not behind such activities and do not
want to play foul with the Government, the Acting Chairman,
Mr. Coovadia, has sent the following letter to the Government:
My Association has received information that a few Asiatics enter
the Transvaal without permits, some of them on foot. My Asso-
ciation does not know what checks exist at the border. But since
it is my Association's intention to assist the Government in preventing
the entry of unauthorized persons, it suggests that strict watch
be kept at the border and on the trains. My Association believes
that this can be done without being harsh on anyone. Prosecution
of those entering the Transvaal without permits or similar authority
will not imply any breach of the compromise. My Association
believes that these persons can be prosecuted under the immig-
ration Act.
1 Vide also "The Natal Direct-Line Indian Route", p. 179.